MULTI-DISCIPLINARY ACTIVITY

INTRODUCING THE STORY, CHARACTERS AND CATS

Old Possum’s Book of Practical Cats does not tell a single story, but the stories of many of the Jellicle Cats — each
poem stands alone as an individual story. When creating the musical, Andrew Lloyd Webber and Trevor Nunn felt
it needed a narrative thrust, a way of linking the poems together so that the audience could fully engage with the
characters and understand the environment they live in. A combination of the idea of the Jellicle Ball, the story
of Grizabella (from an unpublished poem) and a fragment of an idea from Eliot about the Heaviside Layer came
together to form the narrative thread Andrew Lloyd Webber and Trevor Nunn were looking for: the cats gather
together once a year for the Jellicle Ball, where they share stories and entertain one another, with the added
inducement that one fortunate cat will be chosen to travel on to the Heaviside Layer. The audience have been
‘allowed’ in to witness this magical and secret ceremony to fully understand the nature of cats.

To introduce the story, discuss as a class who owns a cat as a pet — what are their names, what personalities
do they have, what do they imagine they get up to when they are out of sight? Your teacher will introduce the
character of Munkustrap to your class (see the Character Guide) and will tell the story of the musical as if it were
told by him (see Munkustrap’s Narration for an example). Once the story is told, have a discussion as a class to
raise any questions, to explain Eliot’s vivid imagination and the historical context (Eliot was writing in the 1930s).

Your teacher will keep a copy of the Character Guide and Munkustrap’s story on display in the classroom. They will
ask you to choose a character (see the Character Guide) and either write a short descriptive piece, illustrate your
chosen character or write a short story about them before you do any in-depth work on the poems themselves.
Your teacher will ask to present some of them and display your work.
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CATS CHARACTER GUIDE

MUNKUSTRAP - a large, grey tabby, Munkustrap is a guide and
protector of the other cats and acts as a kind of narrator, helping
to tell the story.

VICTORIA - a young white cat, Victoria is very curious about
Grizabella.

OLD DEUTERONOMY - a very old, very wise cat, the leader of
the Jellicles, respected and loved by all the cats, he will decide
who journeys up to the Heaviside Layer.

JENNYANYDOTS - the Old Gumbie cat, also a tabby but more
brown and gold in colour. By day she sits and sleeps but by night
she organises the mice and the cockroaches.

RUM TUM TUGGER - a sleck and playful cat who likes a joke, is
difficult to satisfy and is adored by the female cats.

GRIZABELLA - the Glamour Cat, no longer glamourous now.
She is old and her coat is worn and tatty. She was rejected by the
other cats for seeking a life outside, but now she longs to return.

BUSTOPHER JONES - a very large black cat with white feet
who likes nothing more than to eat and be seen in all the best
places.

MUNGOJERRIE AND RUMPLETEAZER - naughty, cockney
twins, always up to mischief and all sorts of tricks. They look so
alike their family never knows which one to blame.

GUS - the Theatre Cat, real name Asparagus. He is old, thin and
shabby with shaky paws but has many wonderful tales to tell of
his life in the theatre.

SKIMBLESHANKS - the Railway Cat. A ginger cat with white
legs and chest and bright green eyes. He works on the railway
making sure all is in order on the mail trains that travel at night.

MACAVITY - the Mystery Cat. A scruffy ginger cat, with crumpled
whiskers and dusty fur. He is a wicked criminal who always gets
away with it because he is never caught at the scene of the crime.

MR MISTOFFELEES - a small black cat who seems to be quiet
and shy but has amazing magical powers.

There are many other Jellicle Cats who appear on stage
(often as mice, dogs or cockroaches)
to help tell the stories of the different characters.

Here are their names:

ADMETUS
ALONZO
BILL BAILEY
BOMBALURINA
CARBUCKETTY
CASSANDRA
CORICOPAT
DEMETER
GRIDDLEBONE
JELLYLORUM
JEMIMA
TANTOMILE
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CATS: MUNKUSTRAP’S NARRATION

I’'m Munkustrap, a tabby cat, a member of the Jellicle Tribe. It’s all
quiet and dark now but soon all the other cats will begin to arrive.
Tonight is the one special night each year when the tribe of Jellicle
Cats reunite to celebrate who we are. We sing about our unique
abilities and special traits.

You are very lucky to be allowed to witness this special occasion,
we don’t let just anyone in. Did you know that all cats have three
different names, here are some of them now:
Demeter, Bill Bailey, Tantomile and Victoria.
Those are their everyday names, given to
them by humans but cats choose their own
— more dignified names — and also a secret
name, that we like to sit and contemplate.
Victoria is a young white cat (she’s very pretty)
and she dances to signal the invitation to the
Jellicle Ball. We are waiting for our leader,
Old Deuteronomy, who will choose which of
us will journey to the Heaviside Layer to be
‘reborn’ into a new life.

Let me introduce you to some more of the
Jellicle Cats. Here is Jennyanydots, the Old
Gumbie Cat. She sleeps and lounges all
day long but at night it is a different matter
as she keeps the mice and cockroaches in
order. The Rum Tum Tugger is a different cat
altogether. He is a very contrary beast, who
can never make up his mind but he’s very,
very popular with the female cats — | can tell

you. I’'m not sure why ... 2024-2025 International Tour

Another cat appears. Who'’s that? Oh, it's Grizabella. We used
to call her the Glamour Cat, but you wouldn’t think it to look
at her now. She left our tribe years ago to explore the outside
world. Now she thinks she can come back and join us again but
she’s not welcome and I'll see that the other cats don’t accept
her either. There, she’s gone now, and here comes Bustopher
Jones. He's a very large cat (he likes his food) but he always
looks smart in his white spats and has the impeccable manners
of a true gentleman. What’s that? Did you hear that terrible
noise? Crashing and banging and police sirens? | bet it's that
Macavity on the loose; he’s always up to no good. Where has
everybody gone? Oh, | can hear laughing. It must be Mungojerrie
and Rumpleteazer, they’re a right pair, always getting into trouble
with the family with whom they live. They may be cheeky, but
they’re all right really!

Here’s everybody back now - they’re such a bunch of scaredy
cats! At last Old Deuteronomy has arrived, he’s our leader, a very
wise old cat but we love and respect him.
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Yikes — it’s that Macavity again. Old Deuteronomy soon calms
everybody down, so we all dance together at the Jellicle Ball.
There’s that Grizabella back — she’s certainly got some memories
of past times, but she’ll go off into the night soon. She’s not
welcome here.

After the Jellicle Ball we rest and contemplate the moments of
happiness. Then Gus appears. He’s old now but in his day, he
was a marvellous stage actor, who appeared
in many a performance and had many
theatrical triumphs. Old Deuteronomy asks
him to perform an old role, so we’ll all take
part in a reenactment of ‘The Awefull Battle of
the Pekes and the Pollicles’. You wait until you
see all the cats dressed up as dogs, barking
away at each other. And as for the Great
Rumpus Cat — welll | hope they all remember
what they are supposed to do. Skimbleshanks
is next; he’s a railway cat, a friendly uncle to all
of us cats and carefully looks after the trains
he rides.

Look out — here’'s Macavity. Two of his
henchmen have got Old Deuteronomy
vy — they've kidnapped him! Demeter and
Bombalurina have many tall tales of Macavity
and his criminal activities. Oh, wait, it’s alright,
~ Old Deuteronomy is back. Thank goodness.
Hang on a moment — no — it's Macavity in
disguise! He's asked for it now, come on
boys, we’ll get him. Phew, that was a bit of a
fight. Macavity cheated though, he caused an explosion and put
out all the lights. The Rum Tum Tugger has called Mr Mistoffelees,
he’ll soon put us back to rights. He’s a conjuring cat and can do
all kinds of magic tricks — including making Old Deuteronomy re-
appear.

Now it's finally time for Old Deuteronomy to make his choice
about who will be ‘reborn’ into a new Jellicle life.

Grizabella has come back; some of the kittens think she deserves
another chance. Maybe, yes, maybe now it’s time to welcome
her back into the tribe. Old Deuteronomy chooses her, and she
travels beyond us to the Heaviside Layer.

So, that’s this year’s Jellicle Ball over already — another whole year
before we all come together and celebrate again. Before we go
Old Deuteronomy just wants to tell you about the addressing of
cats — because really, you know, for all our unique qualities and
differences, we cats are very much like you.
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