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DANCE/DRAMA ACTIVITY
HOT-SEAT GRIZABELLA  
As a follow-up to the above activity, it is interesting to explore the character of Grizabella in particular. Eliot never 
completed his poem about her, but it can be found in CATS, the Book of the Musical (see Resources for further 
details). The character and story of Grizabella were used by Andrew Lloyd Webber and Trevor Nunn as a basis 
for the narrative of CATS, so her character is very important. You or another classmate can volunteer to be 
Grizabella. ‘Grizabella’ can then be questioned by the other ‘cats’ (classmates) about her life, her experiences 
outside of the Jellicle tribe and why she now wishes to come back. As a class, you may also wish to explore what 
she expects to find when she travels to the Heaviside Layer. Your class may discuss the role of Grizabella within 
the musical, how she is performed and costumed and how the other cats react to her.


