DANCE/DRAMA ACTIVITY

PERFORM A POEM

As proved in the musical, Eliot’s poems make an ideal basis for drama and can be performed in many ways.
Your teacher will read one of the poems and, as a class, discuss the story of the poem. You will be allocated to
a group and given a section of the story. As a group, think of a way to perform it; you could use a narrator and
mime, write a short script and act it out, or use movement and sound to tell the story. Once you’ve had a short
time to practice, all the groups will perform for each other. As a class, discuss the different performance styles and
interpretations of the poems and decide the best way of developing it into a performance that tells the whole of
the poem and uses as many of your classmates as possible. You may wish to add to the performance by creating
masks or other simple costumes to demonstrate the characters. Once you have rehearsed your performance,
find an audience to perform it for. As a class, discuss the creative process and compare it with what you have
learnt about how CATS was created.
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