DANCE/DRAMA ACTIVITY

POEMS AS INSPIRATION

Eliot’s poems can be used as inspiration for improvisation in many ways, for example:

- Use the opening line of a poem as the opening line of an improvised scene.

- Improvise other events in the lives of the cat characters in the poems.

- Choose a cat character from the musical (one who doesn’t have a poem) and improvise a story for them.

- Collect words and phrases from the poems, as a class, that are challenging and inspiring and use them as a
basis for improvisation.

All these ideas can be used simply in a one-off drama session as a follow up to seeing a performance of CATS,
or as a beginning to developing ideas for script writing or devising a performance.
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