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ENGLISH ACTIVITY
WRITING A CHARACTER STUDY  
Using Eliot’s poems as a starting point, this activity looks at writing a character study.

Read one or two of Eliot’s poems as a class selected by your teacher (for example Rum Tum Tugger or Bustopher 
Jones). As a class, discuss the elements of a character study – what the character looks like, their personality, 
lifestyle and surroundings. Then plan your character study by reading and re-reading the poem and making 
notes. You should look for specific descriptions in the poems but also less obvious clues about the characters 
the poems may give away. Once you have completed your notes, you should write up your character study. Your 
teacher may read some studies out loud and discuss any similarities and differences.

As an additional activity, the character studies could then be used as a basis for writing a monologue, as if the 
character is describing themselves and their life. The monologues can then be performed.
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